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(2) The original, or a copy of, the cer-
tificate required by paragraph (e) of
this section.

[36 FR 6460, Apr. 22, 1970, as amended at 36
FR 223, Jan. 7, 1971; 59 FR 8752, Feb. 23, 1994;
60 FR 38744, July 28, 1995]

§391.33 Equivalent of road test.

(a) In place of, and as equivalent to,
the road test required by §391.31, a per-
son who seeks to drive a commercial
motor vehicle may present, and a
motor carrier may accept—

(1) A valid Commercial Driver’s Li-
cense as defined in §383.5 of this sub-
chapter, but not including double/triple
trailer or tank vehicle endorsements,
which has been issued to him/her to op-
erate specific categories of commercial
motor vehicles and which, under the
laws of that State, licenses him/her
after successful completion of a road
test in a commercial motor vehicle of
the type the motor carrier intends to
assign to him/her; or

(2) A copy of a valid certificate of
driver’s road test issued to him/her
pursuant to §391.31 within the pre-
ceding 3 years.

(b) If a driver presents, and a motor
carrier accepts, a license or certificate
as equivalent to the road test, the
motor carrier shall retain a legible
copy of the license or certificate in its
files as part of the driver’s qualifica-
tion file.

(c) A motor carrier may require any
person who presents a license or cer-
tificate as equivalent to the road test
to take a road test or any other test of
his/her driving skill as a condition to
his/her employment as a driver.

[36 FR 6460, Apr. 22, 1970, as amended at 60
FR 38744, July 28, 1995; 63 FR 33277, June 18,
1998]

Subpart E—Physical Quailifications
and Examinations

§391.41 Physical qualifications for
drivers.

(a) A person shall not drive a com-
mercial motor vehicle unless he/she is
physically qualified to do so and, ex-
cept as provided in §391.67, has on his/
her person the original, or a photo-
graphic copy, of a medical examiner’s
certificate that he/she is physically

§391.41

qualified to drive a commercial motor
vehicle.

(b) A person is physically qualified to
drive a commercial motor vehicle if
that person—

(1) Has no loss of a foot, a leg, a hand,
or an arm, or has been granted a skill
performance evaluation certificate pur-
suant to §391.49;

(2) Has no impairment of:

(i) A hand or finger which interferes
with prehension or power grasping; or

(ii) An arm, foot, or leg which inter-
feres with the ability to perform nor-
mal tasks associated with operating a
commercial motor vehicle; or any
other significant limb defect or limita-
tion which interferes with the ability
to perform normal tasks associated
with operating a commercial motor ve-
hicle; or has been granted a skill per-
formance evaluation certificate pursu-
ant to §391.49.

(3) Has no established medical his-
tory or clinical diagnosis of diabetes
mellitus currently requiring insulin for
control;

(4) Has no current clinical diagnosis
of myocardial infarction, angina pec-
toris, coronary insufficiency, throm-
bosis, or any other cardiovascular dis-
ease of a variety known to be accom-
panied by syncope, dyspnea, collapse,
or congestive cardiac failure.

(5) Has no established medical his-
tory or clinical diagnosis of a res-
piratory dysfunction likely to interfere
with his/her ability to control and

The United States and Canada entered into
a Reciprocity Agreement, effective March 30,
1999, recognizing that a Canadian commer-
cial driver’s license is proof of medical fit-
ness to drive. Therefore, Canadian commer-
cial motor vehicle (CMV) drivers are no
longer required to have in their possession a
medical examiner’s certificate if the driver
has been issued, and possesses, a valid com-
mercial driver’s license issued by a Canadian
Province or Territory. However, Canadian
drivers who are insulin-using diabetics, who
have epilepsy, or who are hearing impaired
as defined in §391.41(b)(11) are not qualified
to drive CMVs in the United States. Further-
more, Canadian drivers who do not meet the
medical fitness provisions of the Canadian
National Safety Code for Motor Carriers but
who have been issued a waiver by one of the
Canadian Provinces or Territories are not
qualified to drive CMVs in the United States.
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